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Bringing the Living Hope of the Gospel to the World by Knowing and Serving Jesus Christ

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

BE A SUPERHERO
IN THE FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER!

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
From the beginning, One Great Hour of Sharing h4

been an ecumenical effort. As denon ™ «®42 &
nations changed and merged, One o °,
Great Hour of Sharing has varied frok »

eight to twentynine participating com-",
munions. Currently the One Great Hc *
of Sharing committee officially com-
prises nine Christian denominations: American Ba
Churches USA, African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church, Church of the Brethren, Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Reformed
Church in America, United Church of Christ, and T

P
S'H A“\ ™

United Methodist Church. While each denomination

allocates its gifts differently, all use their funds for
ministries of disaster relief, refugee assistance, an
development aid, and each denomination does a S
nificant portion of those ministries through Church
World Service. Today, projects supported by One
Great Hour of Sharing are under way in more than
hundred countries, including the United States ang

What if you had to decide which of your children will
eat today because thereods
tFor everyone? What if you had to choose between
feeding your children or putting gas in your car to

make it to your job? What if you had to choose be-
tween food and running water?

These are situations facing an increasing number of
households in Central Minnesota. More than one mil-
DiSH Minnesotans live in households struggling to put
food on the table. You can help by donating food or
money to the Minnesota Food Share March Cam-
paign. Stretch your donation by giving cash rather
than food, since the food shelves have access to dis-
'&%unt products and programs.

Grocery bags with a list of needed items are available.
?Bring the bag back to church by March 21 with either
'YFood or money donation and know that you have
helped those in need. Donations will be distributed
between the Salvation Army and Catholic Charities
%rrlr?ergency Services.

Canada. In recent years, Presbyterians have giver
about $10 million annually, and the other denomin

tions together have received a similar amount. Pledsé

watch your bulletins for One Great Hour of Sharing
inserts. The OGHS offering will be collected on
March 28, 2010.

51I_-IOME DELIVERED MEALS
itst Presbyterian Church will be delivering meals
April 12 through April 16, 2010 Scheduling will be-
gin very soon.Please consider volunteering for this
important service tthe St. Clouccommunity.

Ruby Olson 320-252-8347

Easter Sunday, April 4

Holy Week Schedule

Palm Sunday, March 28

9:30 a.m. Worship and
Communion
OGHS Offering
Confirmation

Maundy Thursday, April 1
7 p.m.  Worship and Communiona.m.
Prayer Vigil Begins

Sunrise Service
Crusade Choir
8 a.m. Easter Breakfast
Good Friday, April 2 9:30 a.m. Worship
12 p.m. Ecumenical Good

Friday Service




Deaconsd® Corner

by Jeannie Chu

In Luke Chapter 10 there is a tale
of two sisters: Mary and Martha.
Martha is a like lot me (and many
Most of us have busy, hectic lives of us)i wanting to do a lot and do
with the sometimes overwhelming it well. She is entertaining Jesus
sense 0 7\ and his disciples and there is quits
in the world am (Q,: a lot left to da think of hosting

Mary and Martha

174

I going to get it that many people! However, her
all don

0sister Mary isnlp
how many of us } the hospitality plan; she is sitting at
feel, especially (%R;Ilartha Jesusd feet absl
i f weor teachings. Martha is displeased,
parents, especi aHinking ofialfthatwrisl bee
working full time, especially when accomplished and indignantly
we want to dedicate partofour poi nts out her
l'ives to Godos v@bitibn. Jesu¥gnsweers:n d
ourselves in the midst of doing AMart ha, Mar t hal
everything but having little and upset about many things, but
physical or mental stamina to only one thing is needed. Mary
maintain a relationship with God. has chosen what is better and it
will not be taken away from
) her. o (L42ke 10:
@‘”A/\, . First .
5 e Presbyterian Nurturing your spiritual life
g“;) 2 Church sometimes seems like one more

duty added to a life already packe
with responsi bil
not careful, we can be consumed
by the constant juggle of daily
requirements (even the ones
dedicated to God) and forget that
our quiet time with God provides
our | ifeds stabj

(Us A)

373 Fourth Ave. South
St. Cloud, MN 56301
Telephone: 32251-8277
Fax: 320251-4474
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Rev. Dr. Ed Morgan, Pastor

Marsha Ziebarth,

Administrative Assistant So, as | reflect on this commitmertt
to being a Deacon and the
additional resp
added, | remind myself to choose
the better part. In doing so, it

seems that time spent with God

Ann Oleksowicz, Organist
Bruce Grosland, Chancel Choir Directd

=

Karen Ferkinhoff,
Christian Education Coordinator

Ruth Immerfall,
Chancel Ringers Director

David Shank, Head Sexton
Punky Jenderseck, Assistant Sexton

barrage of responsibilities and
commitments in every aspect of
life.

Worship Service
Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

Office Hours *
Mondayi Friday

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

to any who may

will help in navigating the constanf poth within and

For

<\°A Schoo] 20/

A place where you...
learn something new

experience hospitality
and grace

stretch your mind
and your faith

leave spiritually and
personally renewed

July 25-30, 2010
Buena Vista University
Storm Lake, Iowa

Discover Synod School!
Go to www.lakesandprairies.org/
school.html or phone

i Den@oh@BCMi ssi
Ministering with sympathy,
witness, and service, after the
example of Jesus Christ, to those

OWh& dreldn nkeld, ttol the Sick, lto&he €

friendless, and P
st { L ;g;

be in distress

beyond the
community of faith. (According to
the Book of Order)

Deaconsd6 Visio
all to experi
through our caring for each one



he Pastor's EDge

From the book of Lamentations: nT t |
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is thy

faithful ness. AThe Lord is my port my
him. 60 (Lam#tations 3: 23

As we foll ow Godds | eading, we discover that #dAth
ceaseségreat is thy faithfulness. o I am excited
| am encouraged by your response to the request for extra giving to cover the Youth and Campus Ministries
Directordéds position to be full time. This new s

our congregation. This is a direct step to implement one of the priorities our congregation approved over twc
years ago. We are not totally there yet, so if you have not sent in a pledge -@ulmngjift, please do so

within the next few weeks. Each gift, no matter the size, is important. We want to start recruiting for the
person to fill this position within the next few weeks to start work on May 1.

The second positive development | am encouraged about is the meeting we had this past Sunday with JLG
Architects. We had 94 people in attendance with
one the best examples of spiritt | | ed democracy that | have ever s
the historic sanctuary we have and a need to bring our facilities into the 21th Century. The results of that tinr
will be used by the architect and Facilities Team to develop a more definite plan. You will have other
opportunities in the future to give your insights before we develop a final plan that will be voted on by the
congregation.

Finally, | want to commend our congregation for the way you have cared for families who have been in need
over this winter. We have had several families who have lost loved ones and some who have experience
serious illnesses. You have been there to care for people in times of need. Your love and caring for them is
expression of our appreciation for Goddés steadf a
ways you say, #fl | ove you. o

|l | ook forward to our partnership in ministry in
of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is thy

faithful ness. 0 ég g&7

Sermon Texts for March

March 7 Isaiah 55:19* Luke 13:19* The Sacrament of Communion
March 14 Il Corinthians 5:1621* Luke 15:13, 11-:32*

March 21 Isaiah 43:1621* John 12:18

March 28 Isaiah 50:49 Luke 19:2840* Palm Sunday Confirmation

*Denotes the passage on which the sermon is based.
3




AP . : iy
é)‘éu (w» Adult Christian Education Opportunities

o ) % 10:45 i 11:45am.
A11E l ]
CHRISTIAN BEYOND T HHBned®ses¢h Sunday in the Library to discuss the appli-

EDUCATIONcat ion of the morningbés scripture an
GOING DEEPER I The Practice of Spiritual Disciplines continued

ADi sciples for Lifedo will continue to b-@ommiee gui
met to discuss classes and groups for the coming
go deeper in my spiritual |l ife.0 I n response to

classes that emphasize spiritual disciplines. All classes will be held in the Campbell Room with a variety of
people providing leadership. The topics for March are: The Discipline of WoildtgpDiscipline of Fasting,
The Discipline of Submission, and The Discipline of Solitude.

Childrends/ Yout h Chuidkd4ba.r8.c hool 10: 45

Nursery: Infants through 3 year old children 9:181:55 a.m., Room 114
During the church school, the children will be hearing a Bible story and doing an activity usigehe
Believe Toddle(PCUSA) resources.

Preschool 4 and 5 year old children (Pkendergarten), Room 114
Wee Believe Prescho@®CUSA) resources will be used.

Bible Adventure Times (BAT)s Kindergarteri 4" Grade
During the month of March we will be gaining a better understanding of the events of Holy Week and the
meaning of the Jesusd crucifixion and resurrect
God and reminds us to love God and love others. Below are the workshops we will be experiencing.
(Adult members of our church family: If any of these workshops call to you to provide leadership, please
contact Karen Ferkinhoff. The lesson plans are provided and each workshop involves 2 Sundays of
teaching in addition to your prep time.)

Fourth i Seventh Grade ClassRoom 115
As we go through the year, wewillBeFai t hf ul | v ABGUBArgsou€te)arsl trying to ané
swer them.

Confirmation: 8" Graders, Room 113
With our team of leaders, we will be exploriigP r o f e s s i n (PCUBA resolree) thrdughout the
year.

WORKSHOPS BRIEF SUMMARY OF LESSON ACTIVITIES
Type & Location The children will have the opportunity to:
Story/Art Learn about Holy Week, Jesus, his death and resurrection. Begin to

NOAH6 S ART |understand what Jesusod0 death ajnd
about the egg as a symbol of new life & hope and create a simplifiedl ver-
sion of Pysanky eggs.

COOKING with Jesus Read the story of Jesusd crucilfix
CREATION PLAYHOUSE cooking activities to reinforce the stories for the students.
In the NEWS Read the story of the major events of Holy Week and the Resurrection.

NOAHG6S ART |[Beginto understand these events and their meaning by writing, illustrat-
ing and putting together an issueldie Bible Adventure Times Daily

News
Games Read the story of the crucifixion and resurrection. Talk about the idga of
CREATION PLAYHOUSE empty and full i n relationship| to
word resurrection means. Ol der| ch

illustrate that God makes empty full. Younger children will use a bag of
Afemptyo things to talk about ejmpt
Very Hungry Caterpillar and relate to resurrection
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THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUDANESE
AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN OUT-
REACH MINISTRY (SAPOM):

Thank you to all our friends for the tremendous lo
and support we have received during the iliness a

death of my husband, Doug Randolph. Your contin

kindness and prayers have helped ease the burde

ing this difficult time. You are truly an amazing con

gregation of friends!

Stephanie Randolph and fam B}

(Isaac, Charlie, Jack, Katie and Shann

First of all, we would like to ex-
ress our deep gratitude to our
god and our sincere thanks to
yey all our dear brothers and sis-
{ergrfor giving us this great op-
 portunity to have a fellowship
here at the First Presbyterian
Church. Secondly, we are very
iRleased to inform you that our SAPOM will hold its
Hinst fundraising event on Saturday, April 10, 2010 and
all our friends are also welcome! FYI: we would also

Terry and | wish to thank the members of the chur

like to inform you that we do have some of our new
spembers who have been recently relocated to St.

who sent Sympathy cards in memory of my husbamg:_IOUd, and they are in need of the fO”OWing: Beddlng/

Your thoughts and prayers were much appreciated
We also wish to thank the ladies of the church whg

gave of their time to prepare and serve the lunch.

mattress, blankets/sheets, pillows, cooking materials/

utensils, chairs, kitchen table and TV, etc. Thank you

all for welcoming us back to where we belong.
Sincerely yours, Evangelist, Paul Both

Muriel and Terry Gruneru

CLEARWATER 2010: FINDING OUR

We want to thank everyone for their prayers for ou
family while our daughtein-law, Erin, recuperates
from Guillan Barre!! It is appreciated very much.

Don and Karen Ondracs

WAY IN THE WILDERNESS

FThe conference will be held at Presbyterian Clearwa-
ter Forest, 16595 Crooked Lake Road, Deerwood,
Minnesota 56444, www.clearwaterforest.org, -BI@
-2325. The registration cost is $75.00 per person for
khe conference or any portion of the conference, in-
cluding meals, snacks, and resource materials. The

Thank you for the cards and prayers while | was in

hospital. They were much appreciated.

Donna Bavern

deadline for registration is April 5, 2010 and is limited
to 125 people. Brochures with registration forms are
available in the West Narthex.

PRAYER VIGIL

Thank you for your Souper Bowl of Caring donatio

Because of your generosity, we were able to dona}&

$245.31 to Catholic Charities for their food shelf.

As P. T. Forsyth said
Hyrayer is to bring us to God. The chief failure of
rayer i s its cessation.
Thursday service and the morning of Good Friday is a
time when we will intentionally practice a prayer vigil.
We are asking different people to pray for specified

| ong

0

Thank you notes were also received from:
New Beginnings for food donation.

Catholic Charities for food and money donations.

periods of time during those hours. Provisions will be
made at the church to have a space and support to en-
gage in prayer at your designated time. We will have a
sign-up sheet soon for you to choose a time that would
work for you. You can also call the church office to let
us know when you want to pray. Wherever you are,

we ask everyone to spend time in prayer that night for
individuals in need, our church, our community, na-
tion and our world.




BOOK SALE MENGS FRI DAY MORNI NG

The Book Sale has been scheduled for April 11 and STUDY AND PRAYER MEETING

April 18. Used books or jigsaw puzzles are still beingzach Friday morning at about 6:45 a.m. they start
collected and may be dropped off at the church in thestraggling in to the Fellowship Hall.

west entry (8 Avenue entry). Thank you for your They have left hearth and home to

support. brave the elements and once again
gather to study the Word of God and to
ADOPT A DING -A-LING praise His Holy name. A cup of coffee
The Chancel Ringers will be attending the Area VII and an apple fritter provided by the
Festival Conference in Rochester Juné 24. As everfaithful Herman (who was up and on the job

might be expected, there are expenses associated wiithfore 6:00 a.m.) helps to ease the pain of severe

this trip: registration and hotel fees, meal expenses, weather.

et c. Pl ease consider fiadoptingo a ringer to hel

these cost s. Suggest ed Weard aupentiy 6 to 12fheaeysouis who $a%e0 . 0 0

any amount is appreciated. Checks can be brought toeached a remarkable degree of sharing and intimacy

the church office. Adopting a DirgiLing will put a sharing both our griefs and happiness without inhibi-

song in your heart! The Chancel Ringers would like ttion.

thank those who have contributed Aadoption fees.

Your very generous donations are much appreciatedMost unusual for a gathering of this kind is the par-
ticipationd we have almost 100% on any given

SUMMER FESTIVAL morning. Everyone joining in creates an atmosphere

. : of close harmony.
Summer Festival plans are being made! If you have y

any ideas or would like to see us do

something different this summer,

please let us know. All ideas are

welcome. Disciples for Life, the

church theme this year will be our
focus during Summer Festival.

Every age and every walk of life is represented: col-
lege professor, business people, truck driver, and
retired.

We close with prayer and wellishing until we

meet again next Friday morning. Everyone joins in
Our three session titles are: to contribute to the closing prayer.

Care for Gododos Creationo o

Care for Others in oWeenceyagaeiers tqign ughethes ypu have

Care for Others in tr}?eed togtgenpgthen yoyr faith or just share an hour
with like-minded men. We are grateful to First Pres-

byterian Church for providing this fine facility for
our purposes.

o S 1 e 1}

Watch for further details in the Tower and bulletins.

PRIME TIMERS N
Prime Timers will not meet in March. Treasureros Repor

PRAYER VINE

The telephone prayer vine is being reinstated. If you| !t Revenue YTD

would like to be included in the prayer vine, please $31,686.59
fr?él ltlr;te church office so your name can be added to Total Expenses YTD

' $30,205.96
PER CAPITA ASSESSMENT Net Income YTD
Per Capita for 2010 is the same as last year, $28.51 for $ 1,480.63

each member.

as of January 31, 2010




